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TORRANCE IS CHALLENGED
ce officer is the judge of the* 

degree of intoxication, under 
e proposed law. 
While there has been an Ap­ 

pellate court ruling upholding 
validity of similar or­ 

dinances in one other city, the 
question never has gone to the 
Supreme Court, and It appears 
hat If Torrance City Council 

passes the ordinance, with or 
without recommendation of the 

 w City Attorney, the docu­ 
ment is headed in that dlrec- 
ion.

"Why ihoulil Torrance be 
the testing ground,?" asked 
one Indignant citizen. "Cannot 
we keep our Constitutional 
rights secure?" 
It was said that the orrti- 

lance permitting peace offic 
TS to enter private homes and 
take possession of individuals 

ised of being "Intoxicated" 
iponsored In part by the ob­ 

jections of some magistrates to 
being roused from their sleep 
during the night to sign com 
plaints used (to quote Article 
IV of the Bill of Rights) "upon 
probable eau.se, supported by 

li or affirmation, and parti­ 
cularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the pel-sons or 
things to be seized."

The magistrate's duties re­ 
quire that he be available to 
hear any person arrested at 
any time If the accused per­ 
son demands that he he taken 
Ix-fore the magistrate Immedi­ 
ately upon his arrest accord­ 
ing to the law. 
In P. letter under date of Dec. 

12, 1947, to City Clerk A. H. 
Bartlett, A. A. Heist, director of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, said, in full:

"There has eome to the at­ 
tention of this office the Tor- 
ranee Herald account of the 
proposed final reading of an 
ordinance which Is represented 
to have the support of your 
Chief of Police.

"I cannot believe that there 
Is any attorney at law who 
will regard an ordinance as 
described In the dipping at 
hand as anything hut the 
grossest kiml of disregard of 
statutory and Constitutional 
rights. May we suggest that 
In the Interest of your tax­ 
payers, on whom the costs of 

I litigation woukl Inevitably faB^

Brighten up yoiu home this Chiiit- 

mti with a fine lamp! See our 

wide selection of handsome float 

and table lamps in colon to 

blend with any room.

U such an ordinance were 
passed, that the council first 
refer this to your city attor­ 
ney for a legal opinion as to 
Its constitutionality? And will 
you be good enough to send 
to this office a copy of what­ 
ever opinion your legal eoun- 
«el may give?

"That your Chief of Police 
should favor an ordinance 
that permits him to enter a 
home without .a warrant U 
no surprise to us In view of 
the reports we have of what 
seem to be Instances of dis­ 
regard of civil liberties of Tor- 
ranee citizens at the hands of 
your Police Department.

"I scarcely need to add that 
If such an ordinance Is put 
on the statute books of Tor- 
ranee, the American Civil Ub- 
erttes Union will lie prepared 
to take action under laws 
making possible damages for 
false arrest, and to bring 
whatever other action we may 
deem .proper to guard the civil 
rights of Torrance citizens.

"Trusting that you will fa­ 
vor me with a copy of your 
city attorney's opinion, I am,

Sincerely yours, 
"A. A. Heist, director." 

Further, Heist said:
"Hie proposed ordinance Is 

typical of what Is happening 
In municipality after munici­ 
pality. Under the cloak of 
tb« present hysteria, public 
officials are adopting more 
and more of totalitarian meth­ 
ods. Never was It more es­ 
sential to democracy that ev­ 
ery community have a fight­ 
ing unit for the preservation 
of our Bill of Rights." 
Other opponents pointed out 

that while the proposed ordi 
nance might be meant for the 
protection of a person "an 
noyed" within a private house 
It does not exempt a person 
outside a private house from 
claiming that he or she is be 
ing "annoyed" by a person liv 
inR "next door" or in the apart 
ment above or below. It Is al 
leged that any person can cat 
the police to arrest anyone who 
has been accused of being in 
toxicated (quoting the ordi 
nance) "in or on any place open 
to the public view or- in 
store, railway depot, stadium 
or other places to which the 
public is admitted or lnvit«l. o 
In or on any private prem 
or in ANY PRIVATE HOUS1 
to the annoyance of AN\ 
OTHER PERSON." In case o 
the mere telephone call of th 
person "annoyed," the sol 
judge of whether or not a pel 
son is to be held without com 
plaint overnight or for a peri 
of hours in the City Jail is th 
police officer answering the cal 
It was said.

There was a spontaneou 
resoonse to the news article 
which appeared on Page 1 ( 
the Torrance Herald edltk 
of Dec. 11. and while letters 
appearing In this edition 
a part of the protest, George 
Downing announced that so 
great U the opposition to the 
proposed law that a meeting 
Is being called to organise 
ami protest directly to the 
City Council what Is termed 
an ordinance to "legallz 
housebreaklng."

A letter sent to the Hera 
by Downing stated:

"That part of the ordlnam 
pertaining to private home 
'smells to the high heavens.' It 
a flagrant violation of the 
stitutional rights of every 
l»*n Such ordinances get n 
tlon-wlde publicity which is 
good advertising for the mun 
olpallty concerned.

 Today this nation is tryin 
to educate Us children to -

(Conti. P.Q. 7-A)

You Never Have A h'tre 
Loss With Greenwood!

LA MODE FURNITURE CO.
ISIS Cabrlllo Aw. Torrance

HOW MUCH?
How much did your bed 
room cost? Your kitchen 
your living room . . . your 
entire home and everything 
in it? How muck to replace 
everything today? Phone for 
fr«« ettimalc . , . then you 
will know. No cost or obli­ 
gation.

HARRY GREENWOOD

... i/ you are

PUZZLED
. . . ..KOI T rif III STM AS 
SH1H>I'I\<. . . . LOOK AT

The*e Five UUt

SUGGESTIONS
from  

NATIONAL

ONLY 5 SHOPPING 

I DAYS UNTIL XMAS

nd Itvmembvr

GIFTS
FRIENDLY CREDIT

BUV NOW —FAY NEXT YEAR

* Diamonds
* Records
* Mirrors
* Mantel Pieces
* Games
* Pipe Holders
* Traveling 

Cases
* Stationery
* Book Ends
* Baby Books
* Earrings
* Luggage
* Coffee Makers
* Refrigerator 

Sets
* Bed Lamps
* Floor Lamps
* Bath Sets
* Wool Blankets
* Baby Beds
* Clothes 

Hampers

* Musical Boxes
*Jewelry
* Club Chairs
* Pictures
* Picture Frames
* Poker Chips
* Humidors
* Wallets
** Radios
* Serving Trays
* Compacts
* Manicure Sets
* Smoking Stands
* Cutlery
* Kitchenware
* Boudoir Lamps
* Lamp Shades
* Shag Rugs
* Overnight Cases
* ftoseville 

Pottery
* Watches
* Rockers

* Crystals
* Art Novelties
* Pipes 
^Tobacco 

Pouches
* Ladies' 

Billfolds
* Fountain Pens
* Silverware
* Cosmetics
* Perfumes
* Cocktail Tables
* Liquor Sets
* Cookie Jars
* End Tables
* Table Lamps
* Throw Rugs
* Bed Pillows
* High Chairs
* Hassocks
* And 100 More

National Home Appliance Co.

1407 Marcelina Ave., Phone 1300 
Torrance, California

I.II7 Sartori

Harry M. Abramson 
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